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Minutes Annual Meeting – August 20, 2005 
 
The first Annual Meeting of Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No 1862 was called to Order at 2:30 p.m. on Mullan 
Pass by M.W.B. David Prewett, Past Grand Master of Masons in Montana A.F. & A.M.   
 
This meeting of Mullan Pass Historic Lodge 1862 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the first commemoration of 
the first known meeting of Masons in Montana, on a September evening in 1862.   
 
M.W.B. Jack Anderson, Grand Master of Masons of Montana A.F. & A.M. opened the Lodge. on the Third 
Degree of Masonry with the assistance of R.W.B. Thomas Valente, Deputy Grand Master in Senior Warden’s 
chair and R.W.B. David Nielsen, Grand Senior Warden in the Junior Warden’s chair. The remaining officers 
assisting are listed in the Tyler’s register.   At the request of Grand Master Anderson, Blake Gardiner, Chairmen 
of the Mullan Pass Historic Lodge Board of Trustees assumed the Master’s chair.   
 
A motion was submitted to amend Article 1, section 5, subsection A of the by-laws to change the time of the 
stated meeting from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 a.m.” The Motion was made by R. Bruce McGinnis, P.M. Morning Star 
Lodge #5 and seconded by Blake Gardiner, P.M. Helena Lodge #3. The Motion was put to the Lodge and was 
passed. A copy of the Motion is appended to these minutes.  
 
The election of new trustees was done by drawing lots and the following were selected and agreeing to serve:  
  Ron Engdal, 1-year term 
  Frank Faller, 2- year term 
  Gray Ellestand, 3-year term 
 
The following officers were chosen by lot with the following being selected and agreeing to serve to serve: 
  Jim Debree, Worshipful Master 
  John F. Wilke, Senior Warden 
  Frank Faller, Junior Warden 
  Gerald Luke, Senior Deacon 
 
Upon completion of the business meeting, the Grand Master reassumed the chair and proceeded to rededicate both 
the meeting site and the stone altar with the assistance of Deputy Grand Master Valence and Grand Senior 
Warden David Nielsen.  
 
The Lodge voted to grant honorary Past Master Status and charter membership to Elton Andrew and Jean DeBree 
in recognition of the effort and work they put into preserving the meeting site continuation of the commemoration 
of the meeting. 
 
Grand Master Anderson closed the Lodge in form at 3:30 p.m. peace and harmony prevailing.  
 
A catered picnic dinner was served at the meeting in the picnic area.  
 

Signed:   R. Bruce McGinnis, Secretary/Treasurer 
Attested to by:  Blake Gardiner, Chairman Board of Trustees.  
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The undersigned certifies that he is a Master Mason in Good Standing and a member of 
_____________________ Lodge No. ______, located at ____________________________, under the 
jurisdiction of the                                                       (Strike out one:) 
[Grand Lodge of Montana]     or       [Grand Lodge of  _____________________________, a Grand 
Lodge recognized by The Grand Lodge of Montana]   and that he is desirous of becoming a Life 
Member of your Lodge if found qualified.   
He further certifies that he understands:   

1. The purposes of Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No. 1862 are to preserve the history of 
Freemasonry in Montana and the earliest known Masonic Meeting Site in Montana.    

2. This Historic Lodge will not confer degrees. 
3. His life membership in Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No. 1862 shall remain in effect so long as he 

remains a Master Mason in good standing in a duly chartered Lodge under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana or of any Grand Lodge recognized by the Grand Lodge of Montana.  
Membership may be voluntarily severed at any time by resignation.  Upon resignation, no demit 
will be issued.  (Sec 20070 A and D, Montana Code of Statutes) 

4. That the privileges of holding office and voting in this Historic Lodge are restricted to members 
who are Master Masons in good standing in a regular Lodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of Montana.  (Sec 20070 B, Montana Code of Statutes) 

All petitions received after the close of day of the first Stated Communication in 2005 will be Life 
Membership. 
 

Printed Full Name:___________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ City_________________, State_______,  
Zip :___________Telephone: ________________   e-mail: ____________________________ 
Signature:________________________________       Date of Petition: __________________ 
 
Instructions:  
The petition fee, $55.00, must accompany this petition.  
Life Members will receive a Life Membership Card, A 4 Color Certificate of Membership and a 
limited edition Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No. 1862 Charter Member lapel pin.  (Additional lapel 
pins are available to members at 5.00 each plus postage.) 
 
Checks should be payable to Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No. 1862, A.F.&.A.M. 
���� NOTE:  If the petition is submitted by mail: a photocopy of the petitioner’s current dues card 
(front and back) must accompany the petition. 
 
Mail petitions, checks, and all correspondence: c/o Mullan Pass Secretary - Helena Lodge No. 3, P O Box 896, 
Helena MT  59624.  You can also contact the Lodge by e-mail:  mullan1862@helenamasons.org. 
Or visit our home page by following the links at www.helenamasons.org. 
 

This box for Lodge Secretary’s use: 



 
Saturday, August 19, 2006 

Mullan Pass Historic Lodge No. 1862 
Grand Lodge AF & AM of  Montana 
PO Box 896 
Helena MT     59624 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    TO: 


